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In late May, Hasta Muerte Coffee (2701 Fruitvale Ave., Oakland), a worker-owned cooperative 
that was thrown into the national spotlight for refusing to serve uniformed police officers, 
launched a crowdfunding campaign to buy its building.  
 
In mid-July, Haste Muerte successfully preserved its space, along with two residential rental 
units in the building, with the help of the Oakland Community Land Trust. The collective raised 
more than $50,000 through the crowdfunding platform alone to go toward the purchase. 
 
In a statement to the Express, the collective stated: “In general, we believe that this was 
entirely a community effort and as major beneficiaries of the deal, cannot say thank you 
enough to those that embraced our vision of sanctuary space and defended our long-term 
sustainability.” 
 
Oakland Community Land Trust was formed in 2009 at the height of 
the foreclosure crisis. Its goal is to gain “community control of land 
and housing, something that remains permanently affordable,” King 
said. “The nature of the crisis has changed from foreclosure to now 
one of mass displacement.”  
 
 


